Historic, Archive Document 


Do not assume content reflects current scientific knowledge, 
policies, or practices. 


> 
4 cnn A 





Hilal aay ek a | ll ca lg ab dh Re al a A oe a 


UNITED STATES nee Ma OF AGRIOULTURS _ EMOALL ey an 
“OFFICE OF FOREIGN AGRICUL! ‘RELATIONS | Nr | as. 
: . 


ee ‘ 





“ew sumer oan MEWS DIGEST * No. 549 | CU RRENF SERIAL R fos 14, 1944 
) ' 

“ CEILINGS FIXED ‘on ‘PROTSIN ITEMS FROM SOUTH AMERICA. iftective July 5 , ceiling 
prices have been fixed by OPA on four protein product s imported from South Amer- 
ica: meal from copra (coconut), urucuri meal, paim kernel meal; vandibabassu ker- 
nel meal. The prices are, on an average, at the same general level of] those for 
March 1942, Because of a reduction of $37.50 per ton on sesame ternew meal, how- 
ever, the effective date of that regulation is postponed until September 3. 

(The Jourel of Commerce, 7/6/44) 


BENSWAX ORDER CHANGED. With the removal of beeswax from the War Production Board 
General Imports Order, U. S. importers of beeswax are no longer restricted to pur- 4 
chasing only in South and Central America, Mexico, the Cariltean area, and Africa. 
Importers of pure crude beeswax from parts of the world other than the Western 
Hemisphere or Africa must, however, submit proposed maximum purchase and selling 

aoe ees for approval with the OPA. (The Journal of Commerce, 7/10/44) 





BRAZILIAN CROPS THREATENED BY COLD. Unprecedented cold is threatening damage to 
crops in southern Brazil. Heavy ‘v - snowfalls have occurred in the States of Parana, 
Santa Catarina, and Rio Grande do Sul. The temperature dropped to 5° above zero. 
It is the coldest weather ever experienced in sore parts. (New York Times, 7/13/44) 





COFFERS STILL WITHHNLD IN BRAZIL. Speculators are still withholding coffee in 
Brazil, contending that a pe price than'the U. S. ceiling price is necessary 
to compensate for loss to grovers because of the small coffee crop in Sao Paulo. 
The Government had voted a subsidy of 10 percent for distribution among growers, 
but that 10 percent has been held in abeyance because coffee shipments continue 
to be small; it will not be distributed unless coffee begins to move along the 
seaboard. (New York Times, 7/13/44) 


U. S. POULTRY GOING TO BRAZILIAN WAR WORKERS. Some 385,000 chicks and young turkeys 
have been flown by airplane to the bulge part of Brazil since the war began, Poul- 
try is now thriving and furnishing fresh meat and eggs to feed war workers in 
places in Brazil where poultry never thrived before. (New York Times, 7/10/44) 


PLAN FOR CHEMICAL INDUSTRY MADE FOR CHILE. As a result of an 8-month overall 

survey of tne entire chemical situation in Chile, made in accordance with the : 
policy of cooperation under which the U. S. Government has sent several missions ; 
of technicians to Chile, a program for that country's chemical industry has been 

drawn. The program nvovides for the production of sulphuric acid, industrial 

alkali, and coal tar distillates. The development of Chile's forestry resources 

will produce such wood chemicals as methanol, acetic acid, turpentine and rosin, 
eucalyptus oil, and tannic acid in quantities sufficient to meet both domestic a 
and export requirements. The Concannon plan also provides for large-scale pro- 
duction of vitamins from fish oils and for the manufacture of phosphate—bearing 
fertilizers from fish waste to meet one of the country's most pressing agricul- 
tural needs. (The Journal of Commerce, 7/12/44) 


COSTA RICAN BANANA INDUSTRY RETARDED. The banana industry in Costa Rica has been 
retarded by the lack of copper r sulphate and formaldehyde for spraying and by 
) wartime diversion of shipping. (The Journal of Commerce, 7/12/44) 


*No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the 
information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press. 
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COLOMBIA TO UTILIZE SUGARCANE AND FIBER RESIDUE. Plans are being formlate 

Colombia for the establishment of three plants to manufacture all types of | 
board boxes and heavy packing cases. Experiments in the use of bagasse as aT 
material for cardboard are under way. Bagasse is the residue from sugarcane On 

fiber plants after milling. If that material proves inefficient, there are De 
numerous native grasses and plants in Colombia which may be used. (The Journal ~ 
of Commerce, 6/28/44) | 


HAITI SHIPPING BANANAS. Exports of bananas from Haiti during the fiscal year 
beginning October 1, 1943, indicate that shipments for the year may reach the 
1939-1940 level. For the first 7 months of the »resent year exports were valued 
at $609,374 as compared with $90,102 in the corresponding period of the ee if 
ing year. (The Journal of Commerce, 7/10/44) 


FREIGHT CARS TO GO TO M MEXICO. An agreement has been reached between representa~~ 
tives of the two countries for unrestricted entry of U. §S. freight cars into 
Mexico. The cars are to be returned as soon as they are unloaded. (The Journal 

of Commerce, 7/12/44) 





PLAN ANNOUNCED FOR CCOPERATION WITH MEXICO. As a result of recent talks in Wash- 
ington between Mexican Foreign Minister Hzquiel Padilla and President Roosevelt 
and Secretary of State Hull, a plan for continued cooperation with Mexico has been 
announced. The plan Deerdes that "to the limit of our wartime ability, every 
effort shall be made by the United States to continue to provide transportation ~ 
facilities for the movement of essential goods to Mexico, while Mexico will make 
every effort, on her part, to reduce the strain on United States transportation 
facilities." The U. S. agrees to furnish technical assistance end equipment and 
supplies as far as possible to aid the Mexican railway system. Regular shipping 
services, which have been interrupted by the war, are to be resumed in order to 
lighten the burden on railway and highway facilities. In accordance with the 
recommendations made by the Mexican-American Commission for Economic Cooperation ~ 
formed in May 1943, every effort will be made to secure the materials necessary — 
in the field of economic development, and trade barriers which may unduly inter- 
fere with the economic development of Mexico and trade between the two countries 

- will be discouraged. (Washington Post, 7/13/44) 


MEXICAN DECREE TIGHTENS CONTROL OF FOREIGN INTERESTS. Because of the affluence © 
of foreign capital during tne "emergency created by the war," the Mexican Govern- 
ment has decreed that foreigners and Mexican companies that have, or may have, 
foreign partners must request the authorization cf the Secretariat of Foreign 
Affairs for the purchase of enterprises and companies engaged in any industrial, 
agricultural, cattle, forestry, or commercial activity; real estate; water and 
its facilities. (New York Times, 7/9/44) . 


NICARAGUA CONTROLLING EXPORTS OF FOODSTUFFS AND IMPORTS OF COTTON. The Nicaraguan 
Government has forbidden exportation of rice, beans, corn, lard, cattle, and other © 
foodstuffs, to reduce the cost of living in Nicaragua. At the same time, $1,000,- : 
000 worth of the cheaver grades of cotton textiles have been ordered from Mexico 
to be sold to the public at cost. (New York Times, 7/9/44) 


VENEZUELA EASES IMPORT POLICY. Assurances are given by the Department of Commerce 
that difficulties in marketing medicinals and pharmaceuticals to Venezuela are be-! oi 
ing eliminated. Almost an embargo against U. S. medicinals has been maintained by — 
Venezuela while at the same time importation of poorer quality drugs was being BERS 
mitted from Brazil and Argentina. (The Journal of Commerce, 7/6/44) My 
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LATIN AMERICAN NEWS DIGEST * “No. 550 July 21, 1944 


SAILINGS TO MEXICAN PORTS ARRANGED. In accordance with the Hull-Padilla agreement 
to resume shipping services between Mexico and the U. S. in order to lighten the 
burden on railway and highway facilities, the New York & Cuba Mail Steamship Co. 
has scheduled a sailing from New York to Vera Cruz and Tampico for the latter part 
of July and another for August. Service between New Orleans and Mexican ports has 
been increased recently also. The amount of cargo which Mexican ports can handle 
will depend upon the ability of the Mexican railroads to relieve congestion at the. 
terminals, The agreement calls also for U. S. assistance in the improvement of the 
Mexican railways, both technical and in the form of equipment and supplies. 

(The Journal of Commerce, 7/15/44) 


COLOMBIAN COFFEE SITUATION CHANGING, All future entries of Colombian coffee through 
U. S. ports mst be confirmed with Washington, customs house officials have announced. 
The Colombian quota of coffee is nearly exhausted, The report has been received 
that the Coffee Federation of Colombia has increased its purchasing price for coffee 
in the interior, though the price is still about one-quarter of 1 percent below our 
ceiling prices. One indirect restriction on purchases is the requirement that im— 
porters here must buy in pesos borrowed from Colombian banks and not with their — 
own accumulation of dollars, Very little new business is passing in Colombia, 
», (the Journal of Commerce, 7/11/44) Colombia proposes to restrict coffee shipments 

~ to the U. S. to the quota and to charge U. S. ceiling prices, beginning October l, 
the beginning of the new quota year. (The Journal of Commerce, 7/18/44) 


CUBA SEEKS RAW-MATERIALS SUPPLEMENT TO MONETARY AGREEMENT, <A suggestion presented 
by Cuba and backed by Peru and other raw-materials-producing countries is that mone—- 
tary arrangements should be supplemented with international agreements respecting 
raw Materials, These Latin American countries, with Australia, request long term 
agreements running for 5 to 7 years, with definite commitments by the U. S. asa 
chief importer, to accept stated quantities of raw products at specified minimum 


prices. (Washington Post, 7/17/44) 


GUATEMALANS ASK PAY INCREASES, Claiming that living costs have increased 50 to 100 
percent, employees of the local subsidiary of the Electric Bond and Share Company 
of New York and workers in the Atlantic division of the United Fruit Company have 
requested increases of from 50 to 75 percent in wages. (New York Times, 7/15/44) 
The United Fruit Company has granted a 15 percent increase, with improvements in 
living conditions, free rent, and electric lights. (New York Times, 7/19/44) 


GUATEMALAN EXPORTS LIMITED, Exports from Guatemala of specified imported products, 
not manufactured in Guatemala and subject to export control in the country of origin, 
have been prohibited for the duration except under prior export license. Among the 
Misataay listed are tractors and agricultural implemonts. (Tho Journal of Commerce, 
7/14/44 TO 


* No attempt has been made by tho issuing agency to verify the accuracy of 
the information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press.- 
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as wEXtCO 1 TEEDS 3 MORE. FLOUR, ‘Mexico is reported seeking 100, 000° ‘eisie of first 
equal to 200,000. sacks of flour, for shipment from laredo, Texas, with ac 
scheduled by: ‘the ‘close. of the week, (the Journal of Commerce, 7/15/44) 


“MEXICAN. GROUP. 10 BUY UL. S _MAGHINERY.. A Wea ee commission has b 
set up in Washington with $20, 000,000 in initial available credits for ca 
chases: of machinery for industrial and agricultural’uses. The commissio 
will continue. after the war; ‘is part of the Mexican Industrial and Agricu 
Development Commission, composed of leading Mexican Industrialists, and a 
non-official in status it has the backing of the Mexican. Governnent = 
its funds from the Bank of Mexico and the Nacional Financiera, shells 
oS Science Monitor, 7/15/44) . te a aa ai 








PERU AND VECEZUBLA EXTEND AGREEMENTS FOR COOPERATION WITH U.S. Prograns 
in effect to increase wartime food production with the aid of U. S..techni 
have been extended for an additional year by the Institute of Inter-Anorican 
Affairs at the request of the governments of Peru and Venezucla, ee 

= Science Monitor, 7/15/44) bie sik 


Tises started at Cunana, YVonezuela, The oe will He ene cans for ae acking 
fish, fruit, and vegetables and will have initial capacity for 60,000,000 to 
70,000,000 cans annually, This is the first plant making cans for the gene 
ket south of the Rio Grande. The plant is expected to be in operation by Nov 
of this yoar. (The Journal of Coronas, 7/15/44) 
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IN AMSRICAN WTS DIGEST Wy.’ Woe SL July 28, 1944 


UNITED STATES AIDING SOIL RESHZARCH. A thorough project of soil research in South 
America has~been carried through by the United States Department of Agriculture in 
the northern Andes. Venezuela, north of the Orinoco River, and western Ecuador 
have been surveyed by competent soil technicians, including Hugh H. Bennett, Chief 
of the Soil Conservation Service. Peru is increasing soil research through its 
Agricultural Experiment Station in Tingo Maria on the Huallaga River. This is 
Pas extended to other parts of the country.e (Christian Science Monitor, ) 
7/18 


MEETING OF PAN ANMBRICAN HIGHWAY CONGRESS POSTPONED. The Fifth Pan-American High- 
way Congress, originally scheduled to convene in Lima July 15-24 has been postponed 
until October 12-22. The Fourth Pan-American nr aed Congress was held in Mexico 


City in September, 1941 (New York Times, 7/2a/ 4 


EXCESS COFFEE. The Inter-American Coffee Board announces that coffee entries up 
to 25 percent of basic quotas will be permitted entry, prior to October 1, for 
bonded warehousee Obviously this regulation is to give producing countries oppor- 
tunity to utilize all available shipping space between now and October 1. Despite 
reports from private sources in Brazil, the agreement with Brazil to supply United 
States armed services with 1,000,000 bags has not been co The full quantity 
has been arranged for. (The Journal of Commerce, 7/26/44 


OFFERS OF CARNAUBA WAX FROM BRAZIL ARE SMALL. New York importers report that they 
are encountering difficulty in obtaining offers of Carnauba wax from Brazile About 
the earliest positions mentioned at the primary center are November — December 
shipments or 60 days thereafter, which would mean that the wax might not reach the 
New York market until February or ifarch of 1945. Under the present circumstances, 
with price ceilings, and the rapid turn of events in Hurope, no one seems to be 
anxious to purchase wax so far ahead. (The Journal of Commerce, 7/22/44) 


BRAZIL — UNITED STATES AGREE:ENT FOR COFFEE TRADE IS SIGNIFICANT. An agreement, 
said to be something of a "gentlemen's agreement", although it has been reduced 
to writing, has been adopted between Brazil and the United Statese According to 
this agreement Brazil is to make available from 1,000,000 to 1,500,000 bags of 
coffee for the armed services for shipment July-August at domestic ceiling prices. 
Also transactions have been arranged through regular trade channels--exporters in 
Brazil and United States importers-—by which Brazilian exporters have made avail- 
able 200,000 bags sufficiently below United States ceilings to cover a commission 
on the handling of coffee for resale. Prior to this transaction no business be- 
tween importers here and the exporters in Brazil has been effected for 4 months. 
Because of this agreement imports of coffee will be in balance at the end of the 
quota year, September 30. (The Journal of Commerce, 7/20/44) 


* No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the 
information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press. 
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COLOMBIA TO EXPLOIT TH SCHEELEA Palit, 
vegetable oils, Colombia is planning apnoea exploitation of Sie out ban 
_Scheelea palm nut, which grows over wide areas of the country. The palm nut 

reported to yield a good quantity of oil suitable in the manufacture of soape 
Production has increased 1,500 percent since 1942. It is believed that the n 
industry could be of economic importance to the country if machinery can be d 
veloped for ae the nuts and extracting the kernels. (The Journal of 
Commerce, 7/17/44) 


COSTA RICA PLANS INCREASED PRODUCTION OF PHANUTS OR SESAME SEED. It is report: 
that plans are under consideration in Costa Rica for increased production of | 
peanuts or sesame seed in order to relieve the country's crushing industry 
pendence on foreign raw materials.e One vegetable oil millwas recently force 

curtail operations because of insufficient sesame seeds (The Journal of Comer 


7/17/44) 


MEXICO AN IMPORTANT PRODUCER OF CITRUS FRUITS. Mexico has 100;000 acres pla e 
in citrus fruits, about two thirds of which is in oranges, Dr. Walter Ebeling of 
the citrus experiment station at Riverside told the California Fruit Growers | 
Exchange directors. He warned of growing competition also in Texas and Flo dad’. 
(The Journal of Commerce, 7/25/44) 





URUGUAY BUYING BUTTERFAT. Because of heavy losses of cows in an epidemic of — 
foot-and-mouth disease and the destruction of the last oat crop by insect pes 
the Uruguayan Government has authorized the importation of 88,000 pounds of — 
butterfat. The Bureau of Livestock will control the setae pasteurization a 
the imported butterfat. ‘(The Journal of Commerce, ee ) 
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